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This booklet contains
information on
interacting with the
police. The police
harass and hurt people
in the streets everyday.
Understanding the laws
that police are
supposed to follow can
be a tool to defend
yourself against
violence, arrest,
prosecution and
conviction.
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The stop.

If police stop you on the street
and ask for your name and
identification, it’s best to give
your first name and show your
ID. The police may ask, “do you
know why | stopped you?” or
“where are you going?” Calmly
state that you won’t answer any
more questions. Ask, “Am | free
to go?” If the answer is yes, you
can walk away. Do not run. If
the officer says you are not free
to go, ask, “Am | being
detained?” Being detained is not
the same as being arrested, but
arrest may follow.

"BIPAW |eI20S U0 }sod Janau pue
‘SJBY10 JO NOA 81eulwLIoul ued
1ey1 BuiyiAue wii JeAsN ‘SJa21o
990l|od ay) 10} 1daoxs a9e}
S,auo0Aue wjiy J0u op ‘uonoeelUl
a1 buiwiy st suocAue Jo NOA ||
"ued NOA se Uoos se saln(ul syl
1O sainjold &ye} pue uonusye
[eolpaw 186 ‘painlul ase noA

J| “SJequinu suoyd pue ssweu
JIBy] JoJ Mse ‘NoA dipy 03 Buljjim
aJe 1ey] SassaulM ale alay)

J| "uolreullojul BuiAynuspl Jeyio

10 BWeU ‘Jequinu sbpeq s,Jeolo

AUl UMOP 81luM ‘NOA wey
01 BuiyiAue seop 182140 ue Jj
‘uorjejuawinao(g

The search.

If the police claim that they’re
looking for a weapon on you,
they can pat down the outside
of your clothing. They are not
supposed to frisk you to look for
anything but a weapon. If they
feel a metal object, they can
search your pockets, inner
clothing or bag. If that happens,
say clearly, “I do not consent to
this search.” If they keep
searching anyway, it'’s important
for your safety to not physically
resist them, but repeatedly state
that you do not consent to the
search.
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Questioning.

You are not required to answer
any questions while being
detained or after arrested. Do
not tell the police anything
except your name. Invoke your
right to remain silent by saying,
“I choose to remain silent.”
Everything you say about
yourself or others will be used
against you in court. Ask for a
lawyer right away. Say, “I want to
speak to a lawyer.” Repeat this
request to every officer who
tries to question you and do not
let them bargain with you for
information.



